The Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) indicators have become essential tools for assessing knowledge capacity in a country or a region and as evidence for setting policy actions. Indicator development has become possible primarily because of two parallel efforts: collection and compilation of global, regional and national statistics on various dimensions of STI, and development of manuals/guidelines for their proper collection. These statistics and indicators are mostly available in the form of print or online publications as well as in the form of online databases or as sub datasets of online data portals. An indicative list of global, regional and national databases and publications is given in this webliography for engaging readers with STI indicators and related tools. Some of the key manuals/guidelines are also highlighted.
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DEFINING STI INDICATORS
Science, Technology and Innovation Indicators or STI indicators usually refer to a range of parameters in determining the innovative potentials of industries, availability of R&D infrastructure, availability of R&D funding, availability of funding for successful commercialization of innovative solutions, and availability of qualified R&D manpower. STI indicators also indicate a country's readiness in taking part in the knowledge economy and building knowledge societies. OECD member countries are already engaged in building knowledge societies with significant investment in their respective knowledge economy. Other emerging economies are also following these advanced countries in achieving higher score in STI indicators. STI indicators are also interlinked with a country's socio-economic indicators, such as ranking in Human Development Index, World Development Indicators, and World Trade Indicators. Project on the History & Sociology of STI Statistics of Canada' is one of the most influential works that provides a detailed perspective of indicator development. Interested readers are referred to the various reports available online (outcome of this project) for an informed understanding of the development of STI indicators.
GLOBAL DATABASES (I) S&T Data Centre of UNESCO, Institute for Statis tics (www.uis.unesco.org/ScienceTechnology/)
UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) produces global S&T statistics, called A Global Perspective on Science and Technology, covering more than 200 countries and territories through its biennial research and experimental development survey. UIS collaborates with intergovernmental statistical organizations such as Eurostat, OECD, RICYT and also individual national S&T collection agencies for collecting S&T data from member countries of United Nations. The data provides a global perspective that is relevant to policymakers on the state of science and research infrastructure.
UIS Data
Centre is an open data platform and provides direct access to S&T data tables of any country or region. UIS S&T statistics is also available at UNDATA (http:// data.un.org/explorer.aspx) portal, an open data initiative of the United Nations (UNDATA also provides access to global indicators related to energy, environment, telecommunications, agriculture, health, trade and all other major areas) .
Statistics generated by UNESCO is liberally used by other international agencies, national bodies, etc. in developing their S&T database and indicators, and developing new guidelines (for example by OECD, RICYT, etc). UNESCO also brings out publications that provide assessment of global S&T. UNESCO Science Report is one of its key publications in this domain. It was launched in 1993 under the name of World Science Report. Since then, five reports have provided periodic review of the state of science around the world -emerging trends in scientific research and higher education, by country or by region. The five reports (1993, 1996, 1998, 2005 and 2010) are available from (http://www.unesco.org/new/ en/natural-sciences/science-technology/prospectivestudies/unesco-science-report/).
The UIS is involved in creating statistics that shows the state of innovation activity in different countries. The ultimate goal of the UIS is to create an international database of innovation statistics for countries at all stages of development. The first step entails the construction of an inventory of innovation surveys that have been carried out in developing countries. In addition, they have also developed a pilot data collection that was scheduled to be conducted in 2011. The plan is to launch a global data collection in 2013, which will be conducted on a biennial basis. To this end, the UIS is working close with a group of experts while strengthening relations with regional and international organizations. ASTI collects data through structured survey forms in collaboration with its various regional and national partners. Based on its quantitative and qualitative data, ASTI produces analytical reports and country reports for global, regional and national agricultural policymaking. Some of its influential publications are:
• Beintema, Nienke and Stads, Gert-Jan (2011 One of the outcomes of RICYT database is its annual publication:
• RICYT (2010). (IV) OECD Patent Statistics Manual (2009 This manual provides guiding principles for the use of patent data in S&T measurement, and recommendations for the compilation and interpretation of patent indicators in this context. It aims to show what patent statistics can be used for, what they cannot be used for, and how to count patents in order to maximise information on S&T activities while minimising statistical noise and biases. Finally, it describes how patent data can be used in the analysis of a wide array of topics related to technical change and patenting activity including industry-science linkages, patenting strategies by companies, internationalisation of research, and indicators on the value of patents.
Forerunner of this manual:
• OECD manual on patents in 1994 (" 
